Banks Township Board Regular Meeting
May 19, 1997
held at the Banks Township Hall, Ellsworth, Michigan

1. The meeting was called to order by the Supervisor Daniel
Wieland at 7:30 PM. Board members present included Supervisor
Wieland, Clerk Donna Heeres, Treasurer Jacob Veenstra,
Trustees Peter VanderArk and Gary Strange. Also present:
Mark Groenink and Hugh Campbell. John Hastings arrived at
9:10 PM.

2. The minutes of the April Annual meeting and regular
meeting were reviewed. MOTION Strange, Wieland, CARRIED to
approve the Annual Meeting minutes as presented. MOTION
Wieland, Veenstra, CARRIED to approve the minutes of the
regular meeting as presented.

3. The Treasurer’s report of Incomes and Balances was given.
General Fund: $235,927.58; Fire Fund: $61,790.06; Vehicle
Fund: $23,378.00; Liquor Fund: $2,165.00; Grand Total:
$323,260.64.

4. Public Comment: None.

5. Summer Recreation Program: Hugh Campbell addressed the
board re: Budget for the Joint Village/Township Summer
Recreation Program and proposal for 1997. MOTION Heeres,
Wieland, CARRIED to increase the budget to $3000 for 1997.

6. IDC Update: Village is now the official owner of the
property and is pursuing acquisition of the Elmer Crain
parcel adjoining the IDC property. Plans for development of
the parcel are underway.

7. Fire Board: No meeting this month. Chief Groenink updated
the Board on the progress of the Dry Hydrant on 0ld Dixie
Highway, the arrival of the 911 stickers for the trucks, Farm
Medic program being offered May 30 & 31, and June 1 for all
area departments. Cable TV was installed at the Fire Hall,
cost of installation paid by firemen. No monthly fees.

8. Supervisor Report: a) development rights for Jim Rubingh
were review by attorney, signed by Supervisor and sent to
state. b) Clean Up Day flyers are at the printers. c) guard
rails surrounding the hall parking lot have been repaired and
cost of $1500 will be submitted to the Insurance Company. d)
attended the MTA District Meeting, Assessors Renewal Class,
and Land Division Act Class. It was recommended that the
Supervisor appoint a Freedom of Information Official: The
Clerk was appointed. Also, all lot splits must be approved
by the local assessor and recommendation of adoption of an
application fee. Will set up 3 person committee to review all
lot splits. Computer Programmers are adding to assessing
software to track lot splits.



9. Roads: Bid last year for repaving Antrim Dells Road was
$9225. Golf Course and Antrim Dells Assn. each have agreed
to contribute $1000 to the project. MOTION Heeres, Veenstra,
CARRIED to have the work done ASAP.

10. Communications Towers: ZBA has determined that towers are
allowed only in a commercial zone. NPI Wireless contacted
the Supervisor and is interested in leasing a 60 X 80 portion
of the Atwood Fire Hall property. Will invite the Company
Representative to the next Board meeting to outline the
proposal.

11. Clerk Report: a) MTA County Chapter minutes were shared.
b) Harvey Case update given. c) Zoning Administrator report
was shared including property owners to whom appearance
tickets have been issued. d) complaint regarding barking dogs
at Cupps’ dog kennel was shared. e) Antrim Creek Natural Area
update was given. Next meeting to be June 3 at 7PM. f)
Clerk was instructed to contact Harveys and Cupps by mail.

12. Cemeteries: VanderArk reports that the 12 year old riding
mower needs replacing. Requests authorization to purchase
small riding mower ($1300 to $1500 at John Deere), a self
propelled mower for use at the Catholic Cemetery. ($279 at
Ace Hardware), and a leaf blower. MOTION Wieland, Strange,
CARRIED to authorize the purchases not to exceed $2000 total.
No bids yet on fencing for Atwood Cemetery.

13. Township Hall: Discussion on replacement of windows on
lower level. Will request bids from local contractors.

14. Bills represented by the attached list were presented for
approval for payment. MOTION Strange, VanderArk, CARRIED to
pay the bills as presented.

15. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Donna L. Heeres, Clerk






